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1               UNICEF IN GHANA

In the last 30 years, the 
under-five mortality rate has 
reduced by 60 per cent, and life 
expectancy has increased by an 
average of six years. Ghana has 
boosted its immunization 
coverage to more than 90 per 
cent, and efforts are being made 
to protect children from all 
preventable diseases, including 
polio. 

With a proof of identity, children 
can access education, 
healthcare, social welfare and 

As we mark the start of a new decade, we 
take the opportunity to commend Ghana 
for its progress in improving the 
well-being of children, and we call for 
continued partnerships towards the 
further realization of child rights in all 16 
regions.

In recent years, poverty has halved, and Ghana 
has developed strong social protection 
programmes that positively impact the lives of 
children and their families. The Livelihood 
Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) 
programme has expanded to cover around 1.5 
million extremely poor people, and government 
budget allocations to the programme have 
increased by 15 per cent for 2020. 

However, with 28 per cent of Ghana’s children 
still classed as economically poor, continued 
investment in social protection and pro-poor 
services is still required. Moreover, 73 per cent 
of children experience poverty across multiple 
dimensions, being deprived of access to critical 
basic services. Let’s continue to reduce 
inequities and reach all children, so that no one 
is left behind.

FOREWORD
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other vital services. In Ghana, the proportion of children aged 0 to 11 
months whose births are officially registered has increased to 70 per cent.  
In the north of the country, where sanitation challenges are severe, the 
open defecation rate has decreased from 79 per cent to 59 per cent, and 
more people are investing in household toilets. 

Education in the public sector is now free from Kindergarten to Senior High 
School. There is universal enrolment into primary school and approximate 
gender parity. We welcome the renewed emphasis on improving learning 
outcomes and modernizing the school experience, so that young people 
acquire the skills they need for productive lives. 

However, recently progress has stagnated or slowed down in critical areas. 
For example, one child in five is stunted and the six-month exclusive 
breastfeeding rate is in decline. 

One person in every five practices open defecation, which has serious 
health consequences. Seventy-six per cent of households have access to 
water at risk of faecal contamination. Too many schools and clinics are not 
yet equipped with water and sanitation facilities. Increased investment in 
water and sanitation is critical for Ghana to become a clean country, where 
children can live in a safe environment.

Adolescent girls continue to bear a disproportionately high rate of burdens, 
including risks to health and well-being, a lesser chance of completing 
senior high school, and high-rates of gender-based and sexual violence and 
abuse. 

The 2017/2018 Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey found that 19 percent of 
girls were married before the age of 18, and 94 percent of children aged 
between 1 and 14 years experienced violent discipline. Another recent 
study conducted by the Domestic Violence Unit revealed that over one in 
three girls aged between 15 and 19 years have experienced sexual violence. 
Accelerated efforts are needed to prevent teenage pregnancies and 
eliminate early marriage and sexual and gender-based violence. The 
‘Ghanaians Against Child Abuse’ (GACA) movement mobilizes communities 
and all stakeholders around this important cause. 

Due to social norms and harmful practices, many children with disabilities 
experience stigma and discrimination as soon as they are born. UNICEF 
commends the government and all partners for initiatives that seek to 
promote inclusive education and ensure equitable access to social services.

Children are at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  
To achieve the goals, we need to continue investing in children's health, 
nutrition, education, water, sanitation, social welfare and protection, 
In November 2019, the world marked the 30th Anniversary of the adoption 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. As the first country to ratify 
this landmark treaty, Ghana celebrated the occasion with pride and 
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enthusiasm, as well as with renewed commitment to children and young people. 
In 2020, we will seize the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the African Charter 
on the Rights and Welfare of the Child to again remember our collective promise 
to do everything in our power to promote and protect child rights.

We take this opportunity to thank our partners for their strategic support and 
cooperation. With combined efforts from the Government, United Nations, 
Development Partners, civil society, academia, the private sector, media, 
influencers, young people and children themselves, sustainable results are within 
reach. Together, we are making a real difference in the lives of the most 
vulnerable children and their families.   

In our UNICEF mission to support the realization of the rights of every child, we 
are inspired by children and young people who speak up to stand up for their 
rights.  With them, we endeavor to co-create and find new, better and sustainable 
solutions to the most urgent problems impacting their lives.  

An estimated 13.6 million children live in Ghana today. UNICEF will continue to 
work tirelessly, so that each child in every community, district and region of Ghana 
can enjoy a happy childhood, pursue their ambitions, and realize their full potential.  

We look forward to working with you in the coming years, as we continue to 
advance the rights of every child in Ghana and help build a more prosperous, 
peaceful and just world.

Let’s all be champions of Child Rights! 



WHO 
WE ARE 
UNICEF - the United Nations Children’s Fund - was created in 1946 to provide 
emergency relief to millions of children in the aftermath of the Second World War.  In 
its nearly 75-year span, UNICEF has been continuously advocating to alleviate the 
suffering and inequities faced by millions of children around the world – particularly 
the most vulnerable. 

We partner with governments in 190 countries and territories to improve the lives of 
children and families living in acute, impoverished, or vulnerable situations.  We also 
collaborate with civil society, the private sector, communities, academia, media, 
young people, and children.
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UNICEF has been operating in Ghana since 
1982.  Our experience and expertise enable 
us to work alongside the Government of 
Ghana and other partners to advance the 
rights of children. 

With nearly four decades of in-country 
presence, UNICEF has responded to the 
changing context of the country. For 
example, we provide government and other 
partners with evidence and data to address 
the existing gaps and challenges faced by 
the most vulnerable children and their 
families. We contribute to the strengthening 
and implementation of Ghana’s child-rights 
focused systems, policies and laws.  
Through listening to and partnering with 
young people, we identify the needs and 
difficulties encountered by adolescents and 
young people, and together we devise 
creative solutions to reduce inequities and 
accelerate results for children.

As we continue to support the Government 
of Ghana to meet its obligations within the 
Sustainable Development Goals, we are 
increasing our efforts to support the 
development and implementation of 
equity-centered policy with robust data and 
technical assistance.  

QUICK FACTS

UNICEF was 
created in 1946

We operate in 
190 countries 
and territories

We advocate for 
the rights of every 
child, especially 
the most vulnerable

Ghana Country 
Office was set 
up in 1982.

UNICEF currently 
operates from two 
offices in Ghana:  
Accra and Tamale 

We have 
about 130 
staff members 
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OUR 
FRAMEWORK 

Our mandate is based upon the Convention on the Rights of the Child – or 
CRC – a human rights treaty which enshrines the basic rights that all 
countries must guarantee for every child. United Nations member states 
adopted the CRC on 20 November 1989 and Ghana was the first country to 
ratify the Convention in February 1990.  
In every country where UNICEF has a programmatic presence, we are 
guided by our Programme of Co-operation – sometimes referred to as the 
Country Programme. This is a partnership agreement between the 
government and UNICEF which serves as a roadmap for the strategic 
direction of our work in country. 

This is also aligned to UNICEF’s Strategic Plan, the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Partnership (UNSDP) and our Key Results for 
Children in West and Central Africa. UNICEF’s global strategic plan sets out 
five goal areas that define how UNICEF contributes to achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals.

Realizing the rights of every child, especially the most disadvantaged

Every child 
survives and 

thrives

Every child 
learns

Every child is 
protected from 
violence and 
exploitation

Every child 
lives in a safe 

and clean 
environment

Every child 
has an 

equitable 
chance in life

GOAL
AREA 1

GOAL
AREA 2

GOAL
AREA 3

GOAL
AREA 4

GOAL
AREA 5



Prevalence of key deprivations among 
children in many West and Central 
African countries is among the highest 
in the world. For instance, of the ten 
countries characterized by the highest 
rate of child marriage, six are within the 
region, including the top three.  
Seventeen countries in West and 
Central Africa are ranked among the 20 
most gender-inequitable countries in 
the world.

Certainly, some progress has been 
made toward reducing the rate of 
deprivations in recent decades. 
Between 1990 and 2015 under-five 
deaths declined by 50 percent and 
maternal deaths reduced from 1070 to 
679 per 100,000 live births. Yet, 
progress has been limited. 

The magnitude and complexity of 
challenges standing in the way of child 
rights means that across West and 
Central Africa UNICEF is concentrating 
its efforts to accelerate progress on 
eight key areas – described as Key 
Results for Children. 

Only 11 percent of the world’s children live in West and Central Africa.  
But the region bears a disproportionate share of the global burden of key 
child rights deprivations.  

Specifically, West and Central Africa region accounts for: 

Key Results for Children

35% 42% 33% 19%
of under-five 

deaths
of maternal 

deaths
of out-of-school 

children
of stunted 
children
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Targets for the Region

By 2021, 80 percent of children 0 – 11 months are 
protected against vaccine-preventable diseases annually.  
In Ghana, we have nearly achieved that target.  We are on 
track to immunize more than 80 percent of babies aged 
under one year. 

KRC #1 - Immunization 

KRC #2 - Prevention of Stunting
By 2021, 93 percent (86 million) of girls and boys below the age of 
five will receive high impact nutrition services to prevent stunting. 
In Ghana, this equates to 3.4 million children.

KRC #3 - Equitable and Sustainable Access to Education

KRC #4 - Improved Learning Outcomes 

KRC #5 - Protection of Children from Violence 

KRC #6 - Child Marriage

KRC #7 - Birth Registration

KRC #8 - Ending Open Defecation

By 2021, the proportion of out-of-school children of 
primary and lower secondary school age is reduced from 
34 percent to 20 percent. 

By 2021, 100 percent (76 million) of pupils from 
pre-primary to lower secondary education are reached 
with interventions targeting improvement of learning 
outcomes and skills.

By 2021, at least 50 percent more children affected by 
violence will be provided with protective services to 
prevent and respond to violence in both humanitarian and 
non-humanitarian settings (at least 182,000 children). 

By 2021, the percentage of girls aged 20 – 24 years who 
are married before the age of 18 is reduced from 41 
percent to 37 percent.  In Ghana, this equates to 71,600 
girls being affected. 

By 2021, 30 percent more children under one year have 
their births registered.  

By 2021, the proportion of the population in West and Central 
Africa who are practicing open defecation is reduced from 
25.4 percent (122 million people) to 15.5 percent (88 million). 
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Before the Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplement (GIFTS) program was 
introduced in Ghana in 2017, a staggering 50 percent of adolescent girls aged 
between 15 and 19 were anemic.  

Efforts to reduce these rates were led by the Ministries of Health and 
Education in partnership with UNICEF, the World Health Organization and 
other partners through the launch of the GIFTS programme. In the first year 
of its trial, we have seen a 25 percent reduction in the number of targeted 
girls in school who are experiencing anemia.

Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplement – GIFTS

Open Defecation-Free Communities
Thanks to a combination of behavior change programs – including 
Community-Led Total Sanitation and Social Norms Campaign activities, 
sanitation marketing, and public advocacy, more than 2,200 communities 
have been declared to be environments where people can no longer practice 
open defecation.

In the last few years, Ghana has taken great strides to improve the rights of the 
most disadvantaged children and their families. Below are just a few of Ghana’s 
recent achievements, to which UNICEF is proud to have contributed: 

RECENT 
SUCCESSES

9               UNICEF IN GHANA



Basic sanitation in urban communities was given a boost in 2018 when the 
Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources, UNICEF, and other partners 
introduced an affordable loan scheme for people living in urban areas to 
build their own household toilet.

Basic Sanitation Fund 

To address the challenge of high maternal and newborn mortality rates, 
UNICEF and the Ghana Health Service have implemented a quality 
improvement model known as the Mother Baby-Friendly Health Facility 
Initiative (MBFHI) in the Upper East Region. 
This has contributed to the reduction of maternal and newborn mortality 
rates by 44 percent between 2016 and 2018 in the health facilities which 
apply this initiative. UNICEF is working with the Ghana Health Service to 
replicate and scale up MBFHI in other parts of the country. 

Maternal and Neonatal Care

In 2017, the Government of Ghana began its nationwide social 
drive – Ghanaians Against Child Abuse (GACA). 

The initiative, which is led by the Ministry of Gender, Children 
and Social Protection and the Ministry of Local Government 
and Rural Development, is designed to influence behavior and 
practices on all forms of violence against children in Ghana. 

Ghanaians Against Child Abuse 
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Ghana is committed to strengthening early childhood education and is one of the 
few countries in sub-Saharan Africa with a National Early Childhood Care and 
Development Policy as well as two years of Kindergarten as part of free and 
compulsory basic education.
 
In 2017 just less than six per cent of the domestic education budget was allocated 
to pre-primary education, placing Ghana nearly at par with the global average. The 
recently-developed Early Childhood Education Policy Framework and mass media 
campaign to promote right-age enrolment for kindergarten contribute to 
commitment to a solid education foundation for every child.

Right Age Enrolment 

In recent years, Ghana has achieved tremendous success in reducing poverty.  
There are various social protection interventions targeting the poor in raising their 
economic and social status.  

One of them is the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) program. 
This flagship social protection programme reaches about 1.5 million people - nearly 
450,000 households in Ghana. 

Poverty Reduction 

To address the often intimidating and complicated formal procedures of the 
justice system, the Judicial Service of Ghana opened its first child-friendly 
courtroom in 2018. 

The colourful and playfully designed waiting room and antechamber allows 
children to testify anonymously in a more secure environment without fear of 
meeting the accused perpetrator. This court setting was the first of its kind in 
West Africa. 

Ghana’s First Child-friendly Court
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Every child has rights, irrespective of ethnicity, gender, religion, language, 
social, or economic status. They have a right to be protected and to take part 
in decisions that affect them. Too many children in Ghana live in 
circumstances that deprive them of their rights.  

THE SITUATION 
OF CHILDREN
IN GHANA TODAY



Every Child Survives and Thrives 

HEALTH AND 
NUTRITION

“Ensure healthy lives and promote 
well-being for all at all ages.”

Globally, efforts have been made to increase life expectancy and to 
reduce some of the common factors associated with child and 
maternal mortality.

Sustainable Development Goal Three outlines that achieving the target 
of less than 70 maternal deaths per 100,000 live births by 2030 would 
require significant improvements in skilled delivery care.

- Sustainable Development Goal Three
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HIV: Prevention of 
Mother-to-Child Transmission 

Caring for Newborns
Sustainable Development Goal 3.2 promotes well-being for newborns. The 2030 goal  
is to end all preventable deaths of newborns and children under 5 years of age. It also 
urges all countries to reduce neonatal mortality to 12 per 1,000 live births and under-5 
mortality to 25 per 1,000 live births – at the very least. 

While Ghana has made considerable progress to reduce child mortality, it is not as yet 
achieving the SDG target.
 
UNICEF has been supporting the Ministry of Health and Ghana Health Services to 
develop a national Newborn Strategy and to implement initiatives which would reduce 
rates of preventable deaths.  

This includes initiatives like Kangaroo Mother Care – a program that encourages 
parents to wrap premature babies to their chests, promotion of hand hygiene among 
health workers and caregivers, and training health workers to manage complications 
during and after birth.  

As a member of the Joint United Nations Team on AIDS 
(JUTA), UNICEF’s focus in HIV response is in the areas of 
elimination of mother-to-child transmission of HIV (eMTCT), and 
pediatric and adolescent HIV care. The program is being 
implemented in the most regions in Ghana. 

The overall objective is to build an HIV-free generation through the 
eMTCT, ensuring that every child and adolescent who is exposed 
to HIV receives early diagnosis, treatment, care, and    support. 
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Thirty-two-year-old Vida Akanzoge lives in Vea, in the Upper East Region.  She is the mother 
of twin children called Awine and Awinbisa – meaning “God has taken care of us”. The 
names are particularly appropriate because they were born preterm and Vida thought they 
would not survive. 

Vida was eight months pregnant when she went into labor. As she was carrying twins, it 
was recommended she choose one of the larger two hospitals nearby. She chose Bongo 
Hospital because friends who had delivered their babies there had highly recommended it. 
Two years prior to her admittance, the Bongo Hospital had been selected to be part of the 
Mother Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative (MBFHI), an initiative that focuses on improving 

quality of maternal and newborn care. 
At the time of birth, Vida’s babies weighed 1.9 and 2.2 

kilograms. They were immediately taken to the 
Newborn Intensive Care Unit.  Vida was worried 

when she saw the size and weight of the babies. 
She recalled: “I thought I would lose them 
because of by their size.” However, that fear 
was quickly dispelled when she saw the care 
and attention the twins were receiving. Vida 
and her twins were discharged after five days. 
She and her mother - her appointed birth 

companion - were counseled on how to care for 
the twins, including the use of Kangaroo Mother 

Care. Eight months later Awine, Vida’s son, weighs 
7.4 kilograms and Awinbisa her daughter weighs 5.7 

kilograms. Both children are thriving and bring 
much joy to their household. 
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VIDA’S TWINS

 “My memories of delivering at the 
Bongo Hospital will always be of 
joy and gratitude, because I went 
into the hospital still a few weeks 

to term, delivered preterm babies - 
very tiny - but the caregivers were 

able to save all of us,” said Vida. 
“That will always remain with me. 

It makes me happy”

Lives saved with quality newborn healthcare



Over the last decade, Ghana has significantly reduced 
stunting (the impaired growth and development that children 
experience from poor nutrition, repeated infection, and 
inadequate psychosocial stimulation), but some regions still 
have high cases of stunting. While over 95 percent of women 
breastfeed their babies in the country, only 52 percent do so 
exclusively – feeding only breastmilk for the first six months of 
a child’s life. 

Generally, limited knowledge of key infant and young child 
feeding practices among caregivers remains a challenge in 
the country. Coupled with limited skills to prepare nutritious 
foods and the cost of certain foods, this leads to poor diversity 
in infant diets. 

Encouraging Breastfeeding In 
The First Six Months
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Immunization

The Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplement programme was introduced in 2017 to 
reduce the high rates of anemia among adolescent girls in the country. This 
nationwide programme combined with improved healthy nutrition was intended 
to significantly improve the overall well-being and educational prospects for 
millions of girls in the country.  Within the first year, we have seen a 25 percent 
decrease in the number of schoolgirls with anemia. 

Adolescent girls face additional challenges 
with regards to their sexual and reproductive 
health. They often hesitate to seek advice in 
this area for fear of reprimand or 
stigmatization. UNICEF is working with the 
Government of Ghana to carry out 
comprehensive programs in relation to 
equipping young girls with information 
which they can access in a safe space. 

Anemia 

Vaccination has proven to reduce the levels of mortality by vaccine-preventable 
diseases. In Ghana, the Expanded Programme of Immunization (EPI) has helped 
reduce infant mortality rates. There has also been a significant fall in morbidity 
rates of vaccine-preventable diseases. 

Ghana has not recorded any case of wild polio since 2008.  In July 2019, an 
outbreak of vaccine-derived polio type two was detected in the Northern, 
North-East and Greater Accra Regions. In response, a team led by the 
government in partnership with WHO and UNICEF rapidly carried out an 
emergency response to vaccinate all children aged below five years in the 
affected areas. Since 2003, no deaths have been recorded due to measles and 
the total number of cases has declined from over 10,000 per annum in the 1990s 
to less than 300 per annum in 2006, and only 32 confirmed cases in 2016.
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In October 2017, when the Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplementation (GIFTS) 
program was introduced into Krachie East to reduce the high prevalence of 
anemia in women of childbearing age, many people in the communities 
thought it was a contraceptive to reduce the child birth rate in the 
municipality.

Twenty-seven-year-old Elizabeth Elipklim Gbeku - a Basic Design and 
Technology teacher at Kpare Kpare Victory Presbyterian School - is one of 
the people who believed that misconception shortly after the program 
commenced.

In January 2019, Elizabeth was diagnosed with anemia due to a heavy 
menstrual blood flow and missed school for several days.

IMPROVING HEALTH
THROUGH ‘GIFTS’    
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According to the 2014 Ghana Demographic & Health Survey, 42 percent of women 
of childbearing age in drought-prone areas have high prevalence of anemia with the 
highest rate among adolescent girls aged 15-19 years.

The Ghana Health Service and Ghana Education Service with support from UNICEF 
and partners are implementing GIFTS to reduce the high rate of anemia in 
adolescents and women of childbearing age, improve female health, and 
contribute to reduction in maternal mortality.

Solomon said constant education on the relevance of GIFTS is being done to 
combat the wrong perceptions of its being a contraceptive initiative.

“Tackling misconceptions is a daily duty for us. We encourage men and boys to 
be advocates of GIFTS also,” Solomon said.

It’s noon on a Wednesday at Kpare Kpare Victory Presby School. About 25 female 
students in the Junior High School queue under a thatched shed.  After lunch 
Elizabeth calls each girl to take their iron folate tablet. 

Juliet Serwah, a 13-year-old student said, “The IFA tablet has helped me in the last 
two years. The abdominal pains and irregular menstrual flow I was experiencing 
have reduced. I no longer miss several days of school because of my period 
anymore.” 

Eradicating Anemia

Combating Misconceptions

Showing the Way

“Right after I got well, I resumed the intake of the tablets and I 
haven’t experienced any menstrual problems till now,” 
Elizabeth said. 

“My personal experience has helped me to understand the 
relevance of GIFTS and I constantly educate young girls to 
take it weekly as prescribed.”
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WATER, SANITATION
AND HYGIENE 
Every Child Lives in a Safe and Clean Environment 

Ghana has policies and strategies regarding water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) but progress in extending access to basic water and 
sanitation services is low.  

“Safe and affordable drinking water for all by 
2030 requires we invest in adequate 
infrastructures, provide sanitation facilities, and 
encourage hygiene. Protecting and restoring 
water-related ecosystems is essential.”
- Sustainable Development Goal Six: Clean water and sanitation
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At the current rate of public investment, it will take Ghana 380 years to achieve 
the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) targets for sanitation services. As such 
UNICEF is encouraging government to increase public investment in this area.

UNICEF’s Community-led Total Sanitation (CLTS) approach has contributed to 
the behavior and approach to ending open defecation. We also support 
government with initiatives including artisanal latrine construction so that more 
households build and actually use their own toilet. 

In urban areas, the Ministry of Sanitation and Water Resources, in partnership 
with UNICEF and others, launched the Basic Sanitation Fund in December 2018. 
Households across three major cities within the Northern, Volta and Greater 
Accra Regions have taken up the loan and are constructing toilets. 

15% households across 
the country have their 

own toilet

The government set the target of ensuring that Ghana will be open 
defecation-free by 2020, but the Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 
2017/2018 shows that 22 percent of Ghanaians still practice open defecation.

57%
in Northern 

Region

 in Upper 
East Region

67%

22% of Ghanaians 
still practice open 

defecation

Sanitation 
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To ensure universal access to safe drinking water and sanitation, UNICEF has 
supported the government to establish and implement a Water Safety Plan 
Approach – a multidimensional approach that incorporates and reinforces sanitation 
improvements, handwashing with soap, and household water treatment and safe 
story. This risk-based approach looks at addressing the risks of water contamination 
from source to the point of use. 

The overall poor quality of drinking water informed the creation of the National 
Drinking Water Management Framework in 2014, of which the Water 

Safety Plan Approach is the main tool.

Handwashing with soap
The 2014 Ghana Demographic and Health Survey reveals that while more than 
half of Ghanaian households have a designated place for washing hands, only 
about one household out of every five has available water or other cleansing 
agents.   

According to the Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) 
2017/2018, nearly half 

and almost four in 
five households 
(76 percent) 
across Ghana are 
at risk of drinking 
water with fecal 
contamination.

40% of all 
water 

drinking 
sources
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Every Child Learns 

EDUCATION

“Every child has a right to go 
to school and learn.”

Sustainable Development Goal Four states that by 2030 every child in 
every country should complete primary and secondary education.   

However, many countries have not as yet achieved that goal.

- Sustainable Development Goal Four
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71%
complete primary 

education

84%
complete Junior 

High School

91%
complete Senior High School [figures before the 

Free Senior High School (FSHS) policy was 
introduced by the Government of Ghana in the 

2017/2018 academic year] 

UNICEF and partners are supporting the government to increase access to quality 
education for every child.  We are also working to ensure that children start school 
at the right age. 
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Ghana has made notable progress in gradually lessening the 
disparity in enrolment rates between boys and girls at the junior 
high school (JHS) level. However, it is yet to reach gender parity 
at the Senior High School (SHS) level. While gender may not be 
the main driver of inequality in education, evidence shows that 
the exclusion of adolescent girls occurs when there is a mix of 
different forms of inequality - poverty, gender and geography. 

UNICEF works with partners to ensure that education 
professionals receive gender training and continue to address 
barriers to pave a clear way for girls to make progress in basic 
education, especially until JHS. There is also growing focus on 
reaching girls at the SHS level with a focus on STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and skill 
development.

More Girls Going to School

Early Learning
A child’s first days in a school environment are one of the most important 
foundations to his or her long-term desire for learning.  If successful, it can help 
to foster enthusiasm for lifelong learning. The Government of Ghana champions 
early learning and encourages boys and girls to start school at the right age, 
irrespective of ability, gender or ethnicity.   

Currently in Ghana, just over seven out of 10 children (71 percent) aged between 
three and five years attend early childhood education programmes. Sixty-eight 
percent of children aged three and four years are developmentally on track in 
literacy-numeracy, physical, social-emotional, and learning areas. The recent 
decision to make secondary high school free to all, and its social drive to 
encourage right-age learning helps to ensure that “no child is left behind”. 
However, there remain a few factors which are preventing Ghana’s full 
achievement of this goal. 
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Ghana is committed to strengthening early childhood education 
and is one of the few countries in sub-Saharan Africa with a 
National Early Childhood Care and Development Policy as well 
as two years of Kindergarten included in its constitutional 
commitment to free and compulsory basic education. 

Ghana has progressively increased investments in pre-primary 
education. Just less than six per cent of domestic education 
budgets in 2017 was allocated to pre-primary education. This 
places Ghana nearly at par with the global average and higher 
than the West and Central Africa regional average of 2.5 per 
cent.  The recent development of an Early Childhood Education 
Policy Framework and a national mass media campaign to 
promote right-age enrolment for kindergarten and primary 
education all contribute to commitment to a solid education 
foundation for every child. 

Poverty Reduction: This flagship social protection programme 
reaches about 1.5 million people. 

Right Age Enrolment
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Receive 1 GB free data every month for a year with these devices!

Every Child is Protected from  
Violence and Exploitation 

CHILD PROTECTION

The protection of children from all 
forms of violence is a fundamental 
right enshrined in the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.

Sustainable Development Goal 16.2 calls for the end of all forms of 
violence against children by 2030, while other Sustainable 
Development Goals address specific forms of violence and harm 
towards children, such as child marriage and female genital mutilation 
(SDG 5.3) and the eradication of child labor, including the recruitment 
and use of child soldiers (SDG 8.7).
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Violence is a daily reality for nearly all children in Ghana.  Children are exposed to 
physical, sexual, emotional and verbal abuse in nearly all contexts – at home, in 
school or in public places. 

Violence Against Children

According to the 
2017/2018 Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey, 
94% of children aged 
between one and 14 
years have experienced 
some form of physical, 
emotional, or verbal 
abuse or violence. 

The  2013 UNICEF 
Child Protection 
Baseline Research 
found that over 57% of 
children have said they 
were beaten at home 
“all the time” or 
“sometimes”, and 34% 
confirmed being beaten 
in school by the teacher 
in the last month. 

Online abuse is also a growing core issue. The reporting of online sexual 
exploitation of children has been on the rise in Ghana, and the rates of successful 
prosecution remains low. Two in five children have seen sexual images at least 
once during the past year and the same proportion of children (two in five) 
receive messages containing sexual content on their phones at least once every 
year, according to Ghana’s 2010 census. 

UNICEF is working closely with the Justice Department and the Police to clamp 
down on online child abuse and to protect children from violence and 
exploitation. This includes plans for a new Digital Forensic Laboratory which will 
help the Ghana Police Service to detect, report and remove online child sexual 
abuse material and investigate the cases of online child sexual exploitation, 
trafficking and kidnapping in which digital devices have been used.  

Through cultural sensitization programs and community interactions, such as the 
Ghanaians Against Child Abuse (GACA) social drive, UNICEF is supporting the 
government to reduce the level of violence and abuse against children – including 
online abuse. 
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Every child deserves to grow up in a caring and loving family. 

This right is enshrined within the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child and the Child and Family Welfare Policy of Ghana.  It 
is unfortunate therefore, that an estimated 17 per cent of 
children in Ghana do not live with their parents and are often 
denied family-based care and parental guidance and support.  

Currently around 4,000 children in Ghana live in residential 
homes. According to a 2018 mapping of Residential Homes in 
Ghana, approximately 80 percent of those children have 
parents who are still alive. 

To prevent abuse in the adoption system, the Central Adoption 
Authority has been set up and recent amendments to the 
Children’s Act 2016 have been made.

Children Living in Family-
based care
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Child Labour
In Ghana today, three out of 10 children aged between 5 
and 17 years are engaged in child labour. Staggeringly, 
this rate increases to one child out of every two (54 
percent) in the Northern Region.  (Source: Multiple 
Indicator Cluster Survey 2017/2018) The incidence rate 
is higher for children who are out of school, in rural areas 
and children from the poorest backgrounds. Many work 
under hazardous conditions.  Most children aged 
between 12 and 17 years are more likely to be involved 
in unpaid household services.

To address this child rights violation and achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG 8.7), UNICEF 
supports the government to implement the second 
National Plan of Action against Child Labour for the 
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour in Ghana 
(NPA2: 2017-2021).  UNICEF also works with the private 
sector to implement the Children’s Rights and Business 
Principles to give business a clear idea of where and 
how their business might impact children. 
The overarching objective is to ensure that all children 
are safe, learning and succeeding, and are not engaged 
in child labour. 
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Birth Registration

Justice for Children 

Seeking to uphold the basic right to a name enshrined in the Convention, 
UNICEF is working with the Government of Ghana to ensure that every child is 
registered at birth.  

Thanks to a mobile drive in 2017 and 2018, around 70 percent of newborn 
children were registered in their first year of life. 

Ghana has taken concrete steps to reform, improve and 
make effective its overall child protection system through 
legislation, policy and capacity building of government 
institutions responsible for protecting children.

Yet, application of these laws and policies has been 
inconsistent and there is a lack of specialized procedure to 
protect child victims and witnesses. 

UNICEF has supported the “Integrating Child-Friendly 
Policing into the Ghana Police Service” initiative including 
Standard Operating Procedures for child-friendly policing.  
This is included in the curriculum for the Regional Police 
Training Schools and has been used in a series of trainings 
for new police recruits across all training schools. 

 31               UNICEF IN GHANA



Every Child Has An Equitable Chance in Life

POLICY AND EVIDENCE

In the past 20 years, Ghana’s 
economic growth has contributed 
to poverty reduction by more 
than two-thirds. Life expectancy 
has increased by 10 percent.

Real per capita income has 
grown by more than 80 percent. 
Government interventions have 
played a critical role in this process 
and improvements have been noted in key areas 
such as enrolment in primary school and access to 
preventive healthcare.
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Nevertheless, Ghana is becoming an increasingly unequal country. The benefits 
of economic growth and poverty reduction are not equally distributed across the 
nation, across gender, and across the different economic quintiles. 28 percent of 
children live in poverty while just over 73 percent are deprived in at least three 
areas, such as health, nutrition, protection, water, sanitation, or learning, 
according to the 2016 Ghana Inequality Report.  

This trend has the potential to undermine earlier progress, weaken social 
connections, and substantially slow poverty reduction efforts. The same report 
outlines how inequality is slowing down poverty reduction, hampering economic 
growth and threatening social cohesion. Nearly 300,000 more men, women and 
children could have been lifted out of poverty between 2006 and 2013 if 
inequality had not increased during this period.  

Since its inception in 2008, Ghana’s Livelihood 
Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) program
has played a positive impact in the lives of children, 
women and men.  

This social cash transfer programme enables 
families to afford nutritious food, to send their 
children to school, to access health services and 
even have some money to make productive 
investments in farms and trade. 

To ensure that the national budget appropriately 
addresses and provides funding for child welfare, 
protection, sexual and gender-based violence-related 
issues, UNICEF is engaging government and other 
stakeholders to explore available options to mobilize 
and strengthen in-country capacities for understanding the state budget.  

This collaborative effort, sometimes referred to as Public Finance for 
Children, is anticipated to shape budget decisions in ways that could help 
leverage resources and optimize results for children, especially the most 
vulnerable and disadvantaged. 

Public Finance for Children

Social Protection

UNICEF also provides key sources of data and policy and budget analysis. 
This includes the creation of the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS), 
budget briefs, and policy briefs so that the government can help to make 
decisions and establish policies and fiscal decisions that can positively 
impact the lives of the poorest. 
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UNICEF recognizes that in order to fully ensure the overall well-being of every 
child, our programmatic work should be designed with “whole child” in mind. 
This means bringing together all programmes sectors such as education, 
gender, health, nutrition and public advocacy.  

INTEGRATED 
PROGRAMMING 
1st and 2nd Decades of Life  
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In the earliest years of life, especially from 
pregnancy to age three, babies need 
nutrition, protection and stimulation for 
healthy brain development.  

Yet, too many – often the most 
disadvantaged children - miss out on the 
“eat, play, love” a child’s brain needs to 
develop. Early Childhood Development is 
the cognitive, physical, language, 
socio-emotional, and motor development 
of children from within the womb to eight 
years of age.

By providing all young children equal 
access to quality health, nutrition, early 
learning, protection, and support to 
parents and caregivers to nurture children 
through positive parenting, we can build a 
strong foundation for a child’s life.  

QUICK FACTS

80% of baby’s 
brain is formed 
by age three

Up to 75% of 
each meal goes 
to building your 
baby’s brain 

15 minutes of 
play can spark 
thousands of 
brain connections

The Early 
Childhood 

Development 
(ECD) 

framework 
covers four 

important 
areas 

Caring for 
the caregiver
and family 
support

The first 
1,000 days 
of a child's 
life

Early 
learning

Protection
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Over the last two decades, Ghana has made remarkable 
progress in improving child survival and development. The 
government has implemented policies to increase access to 
these services. It has provided fully paid maternity leave to 
mothers and is running programmes such as Livelihood 
Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) cash transfer, and 
Community-Based Health Planning and Services, which have 
helped more children survive.

Yet, one child in every five in Ghana experiences stunted 
growth during the first 1,000 days of life due to inadequate 
nourishment, frequent illness and an unhealthy environment.  
With support from UNICEF, the Ghana Health Service has set 
up programmes which involve community health nurses 
providing support to mothers from the time they register their 
pregnancy until after childbirth. 

Such programmes initiate breastfeeding within the first hour, 
provide newborn care, vaccination and post-natal check-up, 
and monitor the growth of the child.

First 1,000 Days Of 
A Child’s Life
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The Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) cash transfer and 
Community-Based Health Planning and Services are helping more children 
survive. 

The National Health Insurance Scheme and Free Maternal and Child Health 
Policy have enabled better access to basic health services, especially for the 
most vulnerable, which cannot afford them. 

In addition, Ghana’s National Social Protection Policy has helped link social 
protection to other services including health and education so that services are 
delivered across sectors to improve Early Childhood Development outcomes.

Protection

Currently, Ghana’s education policy provides children 
two years of free and compulsory kindergarten in an 
attempt to ensure that young children are enrolled into 
school for early learning. 

The Ghana Education Service and the Ministry of 
Education have recently embarked on a nationwide 
campaign to encourage parents and caregivers to enroll 
their children to school at age four. 

Early Learning
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THE 
SECOND 
DECADE 
OF LIFE
Adolescents and Young People
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40%
More than

of 15-19-year-old girls

19%
Despite child marriage being prohibited 
under Ghana’s constitution and by law, 
still one girl out of five (19 percent) is 
married before her 18th birthday (MICS 
2017/2018), while 19 percent of 
adolescent girls start bearing children, 
according to the 2014 Ghana 
Demographic and Health Survey. 

have experienced some form of 
gender-based violence. They are 
less likely than boys to complete 
Senior High School. Teenage 
pregnancy is commonly associated 
with early marriage. 

This directly impacts their education, leading to a 
high number of dropouts from Junior High School.

Adolescents
The second decade – from 10 to 19 years – is one of the most crucial periods in 
the life of any boy or girl.  It is a period when values and skills which impact the 
rest of their lives are developed. Boys and girls in that age range are often 
exposed to new opportunities, and responsibilities. It has been proven that 
empowering adolescents, especially girls, can help build a more equitable 
community and society. Safe and supportive schools, families, communities and 
the wider public in general can help young people to develop their full potential 
and attain the healthiest and most productive transition to adulthood.

However, many adolescents in Ghana face a series of inequities and obstacles 
which prevent them from achieving their goal. Girls are disproportionately 
affected. 
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Schooling of adolescent girls is also affected by menstruation, which often 
leads to frequent absences from the classroom because most schools have 
limited information and almost no facilities to maintain dignified menstrual 
hygiene for their female students. The rates of anemia also impact 
detrimentally the ability of schoolgirls to focus on learning. UNICEF is taking 
a number of measures to create a more positive and enabling environment 
for girls across the country as they transition from childhood into adulthood. 
Ending child marriage is a key priority for us. 

UNICEF invested significant time and resources into strengthening core 
collaborative initiatives such as the Girls’ Iron Folate Tablet Supplementation 
(GIFTS) programme and the implementation of the National Strategic 
Framework for ending child marriage in Ghana. The framework creates a 
safer and more conducive school environment for girls, and develops 
guidelines for the prevention of teenage pregnancy and the re-entry of young 
mothers to school.
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In addition to advocating and supporting adolescents who have 
been deprived of their basic rights, we also partner with young 
people and adolescents to help share their opinions, ideas and 
potential solutions to challenges and obstacles to the success of 
every adolescent and young person in Ghana. 
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INNOVATING 
AND CO-CREATING 
SOLUTIONS FOR 
CHILDREN



Over the decades, UNICEF has identified how innovative concepts, practices and 
technologies can result in a transformative positive impact to the wellbeing and 
development of a child, particularly the most vulnerable.
Pioneering innovative solutions such as ready-to-use therapeutic foods like 
Plumpy'nut and Tippy Tap hand pump have enabled millions of children to access 
better nutrition and potable water.  UNICEF continues to identify innovative ways 
to marry technology and the needs of children and communities.   

In order for governments to deliver on the Sustainable Development Goals and the 
2030 Agenda, identifying and applying innovative approaches and systems to 
solutions will be essential. 

U-Report 

The rapid rise of mobile phone technology has 

driven the creation of U-Report – a social platform 
available via SMS, Facebook and Twitter where 
young people can speak out on issues that affect 
or important to them, like violence, HIV 
prevention and reproductive health.  U-Report is 
now active in 60 countries, including Ghana 
which has established a vibrant platform since 
September 2018.
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Transformative change for the next generation is significantly improved 
when we create an open platform of dialogue and partnership between 
governments, civil society and young people.

Through Generation Unlimited, UNICEF and partners are connecting 
secondary and tertiary education and training to employment and 
entrepreneurship and empowering every young person to thrive in the 
world of work.

One of the approaches to identify solutions was through hackathons 
described as the GenU Challenge – an initiative which supports young 
people to identify and co-create solutions to address some of the 
obstacles the prevents Ghana from achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals by 2030. 

StartUp Laboratory
A space which serves as an incubator for fledgling businesses and concepts. Young 
Ghanaians compete for a six-month entrepreneurship and incubation programme where 
startups will be supported in the design, development, testing, validation and scale of their 
business ventures and innovative solutions that can strengthen health, nutrition, education, 
social and child protection systems in Ghana.

The Lab also provides space for hackathons, masterclasses, and resident seminars which 
are open to the local community.         
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I respond to the name Lord Sarkodie. I am 
17 years of age. I was born in the 
Eastern Region, Kwahu to be 
precise. I am currently a student of 
the Akropong School for the Blind. 
I am in Junior High School, form 
two. In the future, I want to be a 
pilot, mainly to show to the 
world that there is no limit to 
human determination, and to 
change the way people think 
about the blind. 

As Dr. Kwame Nkrumah, the first 
President of the Republic of Ghana, 
said, “If change is denied, or too long 
delayed, violence will break out here and 
there. It is not that man planned or willed it, 
but it is their accumulated grievances that shall 
break out with volcanic fury.”

This has always driven me to be a force of change wherever I find myself. Just 
recently, I was elected the school prefect of my school. This has offered me a new 
platform through which I can induce change.
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By Lord Sarkodie

“DEDICATION,
DETERMINATION AND

PERSEVERANCE”

Growing up with blindness, I noticed that the concept of educating the blind 
was almost unheard of in my community. So, when I came to school, I was 
determined to show everybody that I could also make it. I have something I 
refer to as “DDP”, which stands for Dedication, Determination and 
Perseverance. I always tell my friends about it. I tell them that first, they must 
be dedicated to their studies and not to lose sight of their goals until they 
have achieved them. 

Secondly, they must be determined to succeed and always win. Nobody is 
born a winner, but we rather make ourselves into winners.

Lastly, to persevere, no matter the situation or circumstance, and always 
believe that there is no limit; not even the sky because man has been to the 
moon. They should always pursue their goals, ultimately inspiring change in 
others, and trying to bring the winds of change wherever they go. Some of 
the things I want to change in my community include how the society sees 
people with disability. I want the society to see us as people with great 
potential and give us the chance to exhibit this potential. 

Over the years, I have been trying to educate my community about people 
with disability through various avenues, like at the church and at youth 
community meetings. I try to bring change to my community because 

change is what makes the world go around. And 
change ultimately is the key to the prosperity 

of the community.
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Some of the 
things I want 
to change in 
my community 
include how 
the society 
sees people 
with disability.”

“
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UNICEF invests in building resilient communities, promoting social cohesion and 
increasing access to quality basic services, especially in zones at risk.

In Ghana, UNICEF chairs the Inter-Agency Working Group on Preparedness and has 
been contributing significantly to Emergency Preparedness and Response.

For instance, in August and September 
2018, UNICEF provided emergency 
supplies for families in the Northern and  
Upper East regions, where households 
were affected by persistent heavy rains 
and flooding. 

In February 2019, UNICEF participated in 
the Joint Assessment and Emergency 
Response Mission, led by the National 
Disaster Management Organization 
(NADMO), by providing relief items to 
internally displaced persons fleeing from 
conflicts in Chereponi in the Northern 
Region. 

EMERGENCY PREVENTION, 
PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE
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With a strong field presence, UNICEF coordinates closely with local authorities to 
assess needs and ensure timely assistance to vulnerable and affected children and 
families.
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UNICEF is also contributing to strengthened capacities of partners in Emergency 
Preparedness and Response to respond to natural disasters and conflicts.

During 2019 and the start of 2020, UNICEF, the World Health Organization (WHO) and 
partners supported the Government of Ghana to conduct vaccination campaigns to 
contain the spread of the poliovirus. 



OUR PARTNERS 

KEY PARTNERS 

UNICEF is proud of its tradition as a partner for sustainable change for children. 
We embrace partners from all sectors.  We work with stakeholders from all 
sectors to deliver results for every child.

For more than 70 years, funded exclusively by voluntary contributions, UNICEF 
has been fighting to save and improve the lives of children and young people 
around the world. But we are not fighting alone.  Strong partnerships with 
governments, NGOs, civil society and the private sector make our work for 
children possible. In turn, our credibility, impartiality and record of achieving 
results make us a partner of choice. Our exceptionally generous supporters help 
UNICEF make a difference in the lives of children – whether it’s through donating, 
volunteering or being advocates for children in their communities. 

UNICEF’s ability to achieve results for every child depends on our most important 
partners – governments, which provide critical resources that enable us to reach 
children wherever they are.

The Government of Ghana is our primary partner. Our 
primary partner at all levels - from the Head of State 
and national ministers to regional and district 
government and local council – to advance the rights 
of children in the country.

Government 

Parliament, Judiciary 
and other institutions
Collaboration with representatives of the Parliament, the Judicial Services and 
members of the Executive body – including traditional leaders - is essential to 
strengthen and implement laws, initiatives and policy to protect children in 
Ghana.
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Non-Governmental Organizations
and Civil Society
We collaborate at all levels - service delivery, technical assistance and 
advocacy. 

United Nations Agencies 
Drawing on our individual mandates, experience and expertise, UNICEF 
works in collaboration with the other United Nations Agencies in Ghana to 
contribute to the overarching mandate that aims for sustainable economic 
and social development, peace, and human rights. 

Development Partners
Our partnerships with other development partners play a vital role to the 
progress of UNICEF’s efforts in Ghana.  These partnerships include:  Canada, 
Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Royal Kingdom of the Netherlands, Norway, 
the United Kingdom, the United States of America.

Private Sector 
UNICEF has strengthened its ability to leverage the power of business and 
markets to innovate, replicate and scale up programming with a focus on 
creating shared-value partnerships.
  
In December 2018, UNICEF in partnership with the Ghanaian Ministry of 
Sanitation and Water Resources, the Embassy of the Netherlands and Apex 
Bank launched an affordable loan scheme called the Basic Sanitation Fund 
to assist households that cannot afford a toilet in their homes.
One of the important aims of UNICEF in Ghana is building innovative 
partnerships for inclusive development beyond aid.
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Celebrity Supporters

Media
For several years Ghana was described as 
Africa's best-ranked country in the World 
Press Freedom Index. In 2019, Ghana was 
ranked 27th best country for press 
freedom. 

Journalists are key partners of UNICEF as 
they help to share the stories and support 
our advocacy that seeks to bring potential 
sustainable change for the most 
vulnerable.  

Since 2016, UNICEF has engaged local 
celebrities to draw attention to children’s 
rights and to serve as positive role 
models for Ghana’s children, including 
adolescents and youth.  

Popular music artists M.anifest, MzVee 
and Wiyaala, sports journalist Gary 
Al-Smith, television personality Francisca 
Kakra Forson, and blogger Ameyaw 
Debrah have been active influencers of 
UNICEF in Ghana since 2017. Their 
support has been invaluable in telling 
UNICEF’s story to a large population 
within Ghana. 

Children and Young People
We cannot effectively work on behalf of 
children and young people if we do not listen 
to them or give them an opportunity to 
participate in shaping the decision and 
direction of our work 
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The corporate sector plays a leading role in shaping 
best practice and policies that can deliver results for 
children.  UNICEF has a history of working closely with 
multinational corporations, national companies and 
small-to-medium sized business to identify, design and 
form alliances that leverage the strengths of the 
corporate sector on behalf of the world’s children.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Share Our Stories
UNICEF Ghana Country Office has vibrant social media 
platforms: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn and 
YouTube. Currently with a total of about 280,000 
followers, we regularly update our platforms with 
stories of children and young people in Ghana. We 

Join Our Campaigns
We invite you to advocate for children and 
encourage you to support our work. You can:
•  Help us to reach policy makers, communities, 
    and parents on issues that affect the 
    development and protection of children in Ghana. 
•  Pledge to be a Ghanaian Against Child Abuse
•  Attend our public events
•  Like some of our posts on social media platforms
•  Write to the media on issues about which you are passionate
•  Help to build toilets in your local community. 

You have a chance to make a difference. We encourage you to help spread 

the word and be part of the movement for a fair chance for every child. 

shed light on issues which impact our lives on a daily basis and we increase 
awareness of both challenges and solutions. The more people in society pay 
attention to children’s issues, the more likely policy makers and others will 
take action.  UNICEF wants to hear from you on these channels.  Share your 
thoughts and creativity to help deliver results for every child in Ghana. 

Become a Child-friendly 
Business 

Together, we can achieve the goal to leave no child behind. 
For every child, a fair chance.

As a business, you can make a difference by reviewing UNICEF’s Child 
Rights and Business Principles to identify ways in which you can become a 
more child rights-friendly corporation. 
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For every child,
a fair chance







Visitors
UNICEF Country Office
4 – 8 Rangoon Close
Cantonments – Accra

UNICEF Field Office
NORRIP Building
Bolgatanga Road – Tamale

Mail
Postal Address: 
UNICEF Country Office
P. O. Box 5051, Accra-North, 
Ghana.

Postal Address: 
UNICEF Field Office
P. O. Box 1098,Tamale 
Ghana

Phone/Email
Telephone: +233 302 772524
/773584/772527/
+233 372 027511 (Field Office)
Email: accra@unicef.org

CONTACT US

Facebook:  facebook.com/unicefghana
Twitter: twitter.com/unicefghana
IG: instagram.com/unicefghana
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/unicefghana
YouTube: youtube.com.unicefghana  
 
www.unicef.org/ghana


